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metaphysics proper. Then will the strain and seriousness of
original thinking appear, and Indian thought will develop from
within. This development means the reaction of the Indian mind
to contemporary problems. We can understand how the Indian
mind will react to those problems only when we grasp its true
nature. To do the latter, the ancient systems have to be marshalled
in the light of the European. Certain developments that have
already begun, have to be aligned with the old. Then only can
new developments of any value be undertaken with seriousness.
The present work, it is hoped, would be of use for such an enter-
prise.
Occasionally we hear of protests against new developments in
Indian philosophy. It is maintained that in Indian thought the
limit of all possible development is reached. In one sense, the
protest has a justification: thought cannot go beyond the results
of the Advaita. But the problems solved by the traditional
Advaita are of a limited scope. It was mainly concerned with man
and his salvation. The peculiar ^method with which it attempted
to solve this problem was not applied to the problems that shape
themselves about the affairs of this world. And if new develop-
ments are to take place,-they are to take place in this wise. For
this purpose, the reasoning of the Advaita has to be given a form
that can be conveniently applied to other spheres. And this
should be done not only with reference to the Advaita, but also
with reference to other systems that claim to be comprehensive.
Then will Indian philosophy appear as pure metaphysics, in the
light of which sciences that pertain to social life may be developed.
Ill
IS   THERE   NO  IDEALISM  IN   INDIA?
Some may doubt whether there is any idealism in Indian philo-
sophy. We read of a European interpreter contending that Indian
philosophy has no idealism, because its general tendency is to
disbelieve in God as a personal creator. Even the Western idealists
would be surprised at such a definition of idealism, and we may
pass it over without any comment. Besides, even the Western
idealists are not unanimous about the meaning of the word
idealism. If we take any specific definition of idealism as given by
a Western idealist, we may not find views corresponding to it in
Indian thought. But then, even in Western philosophy a large
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